
INTOXICATING LIQUORS 

§ 116.01 DEFINITION. 

   (A)   ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE or BEVERAGE. Means and includes alcohol, spirits, liquor, 
wine and every liquid containing alcohol, spirits or wine and capable of being consumed by 
a human being, other than patent medicine or beer as defined in § 116.25. Notwithstanding 
any provision to the contrary in this chapter, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE or BEVERAGE also 
includes any product containing distilled alcohol capable of being consumed by a human 
being manufactured or made with distilled alcohol irrespective of alcoholic content, 
including any infused product. 

   (B)   Other terms used in this subchapter shall have the meanings ascribed to them, where 
applicable, in Chapters 3, 4, and 5 of Title 57 of the Tenn. Code Ann., as such state law 
definitions may be amended from time to time. 

(`83 Code, § 2-101) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01; Am. Ord. 2017-03, passed 2-13-17) 

§ 116.02 BUSINESS PERMITTED. 

   It shall be lawful to engage in the business of manufacturing, selling, storing, transporting 
and distributing alcoholic beverages within the corporate limits of the Town of Collierville so 
long as such business is conducted in accordance with the provisions of the applicable state 
laws, rules and regulations and this code. 

(`83 Code, § 2-102) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01) 

§ 116.03 EXCEPTIONS. 

   Nothing in this subchapter is intended to relate to the manufacture, transportation, 
storage, sale, distribution, possession or receipt of or tax upon beer as defined in § 116.25, 
and no provision relating thereto shall be considered or construed as modified by this 
subchapter. 

(`83 Code, § 2-103) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01; Am. Ord. 2017-03, passed 2-13-17) 

§ 116.04 RESERVED. 

§ 116.05 DISPLAY OF LICENSE. 

   Any person granted a license to carry on any of the businesses or undertakings 
contemplated by this chapter shall, before being qualified to do business, display and post, 
and keep displayed and posted, in the most conspicuous place on the premises, such 
license, and shall promptly procure and keep at the place of business a copy of the rules and 
regulations promulgated by the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission. 
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(Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-211) (`83 Code, § 2-105) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01) 

§ 116.06 REPLACEMENT OF LICENSE. 

   When a license shall be lost or destroyed, a duplicate therefore shall be issued by the 
collector of licenses and privileges only after the collector has been furnished with 
satisfactory evidence of such loss without fault of the licensee. Also upon the issuance of 
such duplicate license, the licensee shall be required to remit payment in the amount 
specified in the most current version of the Town of Collierville Fee Schedule, as such 
amounts may be amended from time to time. 

(`83 Code, § 2-106) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01) 

§ 116.07 CERTIFICATES OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER. 

   (A)   Each applicant for a certificate of good moral character as required by Tenn. Code Ann. 
Title 57, Chapter 3, shall be required to make application therefor on forms to be prepared 
by the Town of Collierville. Each applicant (including executive officers and/or those in 
control of the applicant) must obtain and submit to the Town of Collierville a local and 
national criminal history record obtained from a third party using a multistate criminal 
records locator or other similar commercial nationwide database with validation. A criminal 
history record must indicate that the applicant (including executive officers and/or those in 
control of the applicant) has not been convicted of a felony within the immediately preceding 
ten-year period. The application shall be transmitted to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 
the Town of Collierville for their approval or disapproval. 

   (B)   The Board of Mayor and Aldermen shall have authority to prepare and have printed a 
form of certificate to be issued by the Mayor and/or Board certifying to the Commissioner of 
Revenue of the State of Tennessee that the applicant is of good moral character and the like. 

   (C)   Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-806, the same procedure and requirements shall 
be applicable with respect to certificates of good moral character required of applicants 
seeking a license to sell wine at retail food stores. 

(`83 Code, § 2-107) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01; Am. Ord. 2018-17, passed 12-10-18) 

§ 116.08 RESERVED. 

§ 116.09 PERSONS NOT TO BE SERVED. 

   It shall be unlawful for any licensee to sell, furnish or give away any beverage to any person 
visibly intoxicated, to any insane person, to any minor, to any habitual drunkard or to any 
other person of known intemperate habits. 



(`83 Code, § 2-109) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01) Penalty, see § 116.99 

§ 116.10 NUMBER OF RETAIL BUSINESSES LIMITED. 

  No more than one license for every 10,000 inhabitants of the Town of Collierville according 
to the latest federal census, whether regular or special, shall be issued and outstanding at 
any one time for retail sales pursuant to a license issued by the Tennessee Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for off-premises consumption. 

(`83 Code, § 2-110) (Ord. passed 11-11-60; Am. Ord. passed 7-16-73; Am. Ord. 2001-15, 
passed 7-9-01) 

§ 116.11 TIME OF CLOSING. 

   (A)   In accordance with Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-406, no liquor store shall sell, give away, or 
otherwise dispense alcoholic beverages except between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 
p.m. on Monday through Saturday, and between 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on Sunday. 
Likewise, all liquor stores shall be closed on Christmas Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Easter. 
Liquor stores shall not be open to the general public except during regular business hours. 

   (B)   No approved grocery store shall sell, give away, or otherwise dispense wine except 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on Monday through Saturday, and between 
10:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on Sunday. Likewise, no approved grocery store sell, give away, or 
otherwise dispense wine on Christmas Day, Thanksgiving Day, or Easter. 

(Ord. 2019-04, passed 1-28-19) 

§ 116.12 PUBLIC CONSUMPTION. 

   (A)   It shall be unlawful for any person to drink or consume, or have an open can, bottle or 
glass of intoxicating beverage in or on any public street, alley, avenue, highway, sidewalk, 
public park, public school ground or public place unless the place has a beer or liquor permit 
and license for on-premises consumption. 

   (B)   Any violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $50, or 
imprisonment of not more than 30 days, or both fine and imprisonment at the discretion of 
the court. 

(`83 Code, § 2-112) (Ord. passed 10-13-75; Am. Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01) 

§ 116.13 PRIVILEGE TAX. 

(A) There is hereby imposed on the business of selling alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption a privilege tax, as authorized by, and in the amounts set forth in, Tenn. Code 
Ann. § 57-4-301, as said statute may be amended from time to time. The applicable tax 
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amount shall vary based on establishment classification, seating capacity, gross sales, and 
other relevant factors, including, but not limited to, whether the establishment is a 
restaurant, hotel, private club, convention center, or tourist resort. 

(B) Any person or business entity holding a valid license from the Tennessee Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption within the 
corporate limits of the Town of Collierville shall remit the Town’s portion of the privilege tax 
annually on or before February 28. The tax shall be remitted each successive February 28 to 
the Town of Collierville. 

(C) The Town of Collierville shall mail written notice to each license holder of the annual tax 
payment date at least 30 days prior to February 28. Notice shall be mailed to the address 
last provided by the licensee or otherwise known to the Finance Department. If a licensee 
does not remit payment by April 29, the Town of Collierville shall notify the licensee by 
certified mail that the tax payment is past due. 

(D) If a licensee fails to remit the required tax within ten days of receiving certified notice of 
delinquency, the Town of Collierville may take one or more of the following enforcement 
actions: 

1. Impose a civil penalty in accordance with Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-4-301 and other 
applicable laws, including the Town’s general penalty clause; 

2. Initiate credit collection proceedings against the license holder and/or 
establishment; 

3. Report the licensee’s non-compliance to the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for further investigation or enforcement. 

(E) At the time a new license is issued to any business subject to this tax, and said business 
begins operating after February 28, the licensee shall pay the privilege tax on a prorated basis 
for each month or portion thereof remaining until the next annual tax payment date. 

(F) The Town of Collierville may utilize all funds collected under this section for any public 
purpose.  The Finance Department is directed to levy and collect the aforementioned 
privilege tax from all persons licensed to sell alcoholic beverages at retail for consumption 
on premises within the corporate limits of Collierville. 

(`83 Code, § 2-113) (Ord. 2001-15, passed 7-9-01) 

§ 116.14 INSPECTION FEES. 

   (A)   There is hereby levied against retailers of alcoholic beverages an inspection fee at the 
maximum allowable rate set forth in Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-501, as said statute may be 



amended from time to time, on all purchases of alcoholic beverages made by such retailers 
from wholesalers and upon retail food store wine licensees. Said inspection fee shall be 
collected by the wholesaler from the retailer at the time of the sale or at the time the retailer 
makes payment for the delivery of the alcoholic beverages and remitted to the collector of 
licenses and privileges of the Town of Collierville. 

   (B)   Each wholesaler making sales to retailers shall furnish to the Town of Collierville’s 
collector of licenses and privileges a report monthly, which report shall contain a list of the 
alcoholic beverages sold to each retailer located within the Town of Collierville, the 
wholesale price of the alcoholic beverages sold to each retailer, the amount of tax due, and 
such other information as may be required by the collector of licenses and privileges. The 
monthly report shall be furnished to the collector of licenses and privileges not later than the 
twentieth day of the month following which the sales were made. The inspection fees 
collected by the wholesaler from the retailer shall be paid to the collector of licenses and 
privileges at the time the monthly report is made. 

   (C)   Wholesalers collecting and remitting the above inspection fee to the Town of 
Collierville shall be entitled to reimbursement for this collection service in the sum set forth 
in Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-503, as said statute may be amended from time to time, such 
reimbursement to be deducted and shown on the monthly report to the Town of Collierville’s 
collector of licenses and privileges. 

   (D)   A wholesaler’s failure to collect or timely report and/or pay the inspection fee collected 
shall result in a penalty in the sum set forth in Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-503, as said statute 
may be amended from time to time. Said penalty shall be paid by the wholesaler to the Town 
of Collierville’s collector of licenses and privileges. 

   (E)   The Town of Collierville shall have authority to audit the records of wholesalers 
reporting to it in order to determine the accuracy of such reports. 

(Ord. 2018-01, passed 3-12-18; Am. Ord. 2018-17, passed 12-10-18) 

BEER 

§ 116.25 DEFINITIONS. 

   For purposes of this subchapter, the following words, terms, and phrases shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates or 
requires a different meaning: 

   BEER. All beer, ales, and other malt liquors as defined in Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-101(b), as 
said statute may be amended from time to time. 



   BEER BOARD. The Beer Board created by § 116.26 of this code. 

   BEVERAGE or ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE. See § 116.01. 

   EMPLOYEE. A person rendering services in the distribution, sale, or manufacture for sale 
of beer at the location for which the permit applied for or issued under this subchapter is 
applicable. 

   GROWLER. A glass bottle, new or refillable glass, plastic, aluminum, or stainless steel 
container with a flip-top or screw-on lid not to exceed 64 ounces that is pre-filled, filled, or 
refilled by an employee of the licensed establishment with beer from brewery equipment or 
a keg for off-premises consumption. 

   PUBLICLY TRADED COMPANY. A corporation which offers registered securities for sale to 
the general public that are bought and sold on the open market in a public exchange such as 
the New York Stock Exchange. 

   RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL. The general manager (or equivalent) of a place of business 
located within the town limits of the Town of Collierville, who shall complete the beer permit 
application. This person shall be answerable to the Beer Board when applying for a beer 
permit on behalf of that business entity so long as he or she is employed in that capacity by 
the business entity. 

   Other terms used in this subchapter shall have the meanings ascribed to them, where 
applicable, in Chapters 3, 4, and 5 of Title 57 of the Tenn. Code Ann., as such state law 
definitions may be amended from time to time. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2015-06, 
passed 3-9-15; Am. Ord. 2017-03, passed 2-13-17; Am. Ord. 2021-08, passed 6-14-21) 

§ 116.26 BEER BOARD. 

   (A)   There is hereby established a Beer Board of the Town of Collierville to be composed of 
seven residents of the Town of Collierville over the age of 21 years. The members of the Beer 
Board shall be appointed by a majority vote of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town 
of Collierville. The members of the Beer Board shall hold office for a term of one year, which 
shall expire on December 31 of each year or until their successors are appointed. 

   (B)   Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term with appointment by a majority vote of 
the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 

   (C)   Three absences in a calendar year by a member of the Beer Board shall result in 
mandatory resignation. Any member may be removed at any time with or without cause by a 
majority vote of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 
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   (D)   Each member of the Beer Board shall receive such compensation as may be 
established by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 

   (E)   The Beer Board shall elect from its membership, on an annual basis, a chairperson to 
preside at its meetings. A vice-chairperson shall also be elected. The Beer Board shall have 
the authority to designate any other officers as it deems necessary. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.27 MEETINGS OF THE BEER BOARD. 

   All meetings of the Beer Board shall be open to the public. The Beer Board shall hold regular 
meetings upon the third Tuesday of each month when there is business to come before the 
Beer Board. A special meeting of the Beer Board may be called by its chairperson, provided 
reasonable notice thereof is given to each Beer Board member and appropriate public notice 
is given in advance of such special meeting. Such public notice shall include posting of same 
at Town Hall and on the Town of Collierville website. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.28 REQUIREMENTS FOR QUORUM AND ACTION. 

   The attendance of at least a majority of the members of the Beer Board shall be required to 
constitute a quorum for the purpose of transacting business. Matters before the Beer Board 
shall be decided by a majority of the members participating, if a quorum is present. The Beer 
Board may adjourn a meeting at any time to another time and place. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.29 RECORD OF BEER BOARD PROCEEDINGS TO BE KEPT. 

   The Town Administrator (or his or her designee) shall attend all meetings of the Beer Board. 
A separate record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Beer Board shall be maintained. 
This record shall be a public record and shall contain at least the following: the date of each 
meeting; names of the Beer Board members present and absent and, in cases of hearings 
before the Beer Board, a record of evidence introduced and testimony heard before the Beer 
Board and the provisions of each permit issued by the Town of Collierville as to whether it is 
a permit for off-premises consumption,  on-premises consumption, or otherwise. The Town 
Administrator or his or her designee shall also maintain a list of the names and addresses of 
all holders of beer permits, which list shall be kept on a current basis. 
 
(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 
 
§ 116.30 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BEER BOARD. 



   (A)   The Beer Board shall have the power, and it is hereby directed, to regulate the selling, 
storing for sale, distributing for sale, and manufacturing of beer within the Town of 
Collierville. The Beer Board shall also have the power to enforce the provisions of this 
subchapter consistent with the requirements of Tennessee law, including the power to 
investigate and inspect at all reasonable hours the premises of any applicant and all permit 
holders. 

   (B)   The chairperson of the Beer Board may call a special session of the Beer Board upon 
notification of a violation of this subchapter. The permit holder in violation shall be 
summoned to appear at a designated time and place. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.31 HEARINGS BEFORE THE BEER BOARD. 

   (A)   All matters brought before the Beer Board shall be heard in the following order: 

      (1)   Requests for continuances; 

      (2)   Rehearings and decisions where no protests have been received; 

      (3)   Special hearings; 

      (4)   Applications for issuance of beer permits; 

       (5)  Violations in which permit holders are represented by counsel and/or at the request 
of the Police; and 

       (6)  Rehearings and decisions where protests have been received. 

   (B)   Those permit holders charged with violations shall be given written notice not less than 
five days in advance to appear before the Beer Board to answer charges. 

   (C)   All alleged permit violators at the hearing have the right to plead not guilty to any or all 
of the charges, to have the assistance of counsel, to cross-examine witnesses, and to testify 
and present witness(es) and evidence on their behalf. 

   (D)   All witnesses in a contested matter before the Beer Board shall first be sworn in by the 
Town Clerk, or another person authorized to administer an oath, or by a certified court 
reporter prior to any testimony or evidence being given. 

   (E)   Hearsay evidence is admissible in hearings before the Beer Board. 

   (F)   A recording shall be made of all contested Beer Board proceedings. 



   (G)   In assessing a penalty, the Beer Board may consider the past record of the permit 
holder and location. 

   (H)   Upon receiving an adverse ruling by the Beer Board, an applicant or permit holder may: 

      (1)   Accept the decision and penalty; 

      (2)   Request a rehearing (reconsideration); or 

      (3)   Seek review by the circuit or chancery court in the manner authorized by law. 

   (I)   Any penalty assessed by the Beer Board shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on the 15th day 
after the Beer Board decision and will be continuously enforced throughout the period of 
suspension or revocation. In the event a permit holder requests a rehearing or seeks review 
by the circuit or chancery court in the manner authorized by law, the enforcement period will 
become effective upon completion of the rehearing or the disposition of the review by the 
circuit or chancery court in the manner authorized by law. 

   (J)   An applicant or permit holder may request one rehearing following the receipt of an 
adverse ruling by the Beer Board. A prerequisite to Board acceptance of a request for a 
rehearing shall be the permit holder’s discovery of relevant new evidence not previously 
presented or available to the Board at the original hearing, and that may allow that body to 
render a more fully informed decision. Requests for a rehearing that fail to meet these 
conditions shall not be entertained by the Beer Board. Nothing in this division shall be 
construed as prohibiting or in any manner limiting the right of review by the circuit or 
chancery court in the manner authorized by law. 

   (K)   The Beer Board shall cause the Town Attorney or Town Administrator to give written 
notice to the Chief of Police of the suspension or revocation of any beer permit. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.32 PERMIT REQUIRED FOR ENGAGING IN BEER BUSINESS. 

  (A)  It shall be unlawful for any person or business entity to sell, store for sale, distribute for 
sale, or manufacture beer without first making application to the Town of Collierville and 
obtaining a permit. The application shall be made and shall be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable application fee, in the amount determined by resolution of the Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen, which shall be paid in advance by the applicant as a prerequisite to 
further consideration of the applicant for a beer permit. Each applicant must certify that it is 
familiar with the provisions of this subchapter. 

  (B)  Permits shall be issued by class as follows: 



      (1)  Class I - On-Premises Permit: This permit shall allow for the sale of beer for 
consumption only on the specific premises where the beer is sold. 

      (2)  Class II - Off-Premises Permit: This permit shall allow for the sale of beer for 
consumption only off the specific premises where the beer is sold. 

      (3)  Class III - On and Off-Premises Permit: This permit shall allow for both on-premises 
and off-premises consumption of beer.  

      (4) Class IV - Special Event Permit: This permit shall be issued for specific events where 
the sale of beer is limited exclusively to on-premises consumption.  

(a) Before proceeding with any outdoor special event, including those held on private 
property (including Town-owned property), an Outdoor Special Event Permit from the 
Planning Division must first be completed and approved. 

(b) Special event permits not to exceed thirty (30) days’ duration may be issued at the 
request of an applicant for scheduled sporting, recreation, amusement, dining, 
entertainment, wedding, and other similar events and activities with such days 
permitted to be utilized either consecutively or intermittently, at the discretion of the 
applicant. The permit shall specify the exact location and boundaries of the event 
premises on which the permit shall be valid and the time or times during which the 
permit shall be valid.  

(c) In addition to the requirements set forth in this section, special event permits may 
be issued upon the same conditions governing Class I, II, and III permits; provided 
that such a temporary permit shall not allow the sale, storage, or manufacture of beer 
on publicly or privately owned property, except that a special event permit authorizing 
the sale of beer on public or private property may be issued to the following, subject 
to the approval of the appropriate governmental authority or property owner: 

(i) A bona fide charitable, nonprofit, or political organization as defined in Tenn. 
Code Ann. § 57-4-102; Charitable and nonprofit organizations shall be 
required to demonstrate a charitable purpose as defined by state law. 

 
(ii) A caterer who possesses a current liquor by the drink certificate from the 
Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission to sell beer, whether beer is to be 
consumed by the purchaser or the purchaser's guests upon the premises of 
the catered event site. The catering company must demonstrate control over 
the event location, ensuring that sales are tied directly to the catering 
operation. The caterer must hold a valid on-premises or combined Tennessee 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission retail permit for its permanent catering hall 
or restaurant.  

(iii) An applicant approved for a Festival Operator License issued by the 
Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. 57-
4-102, provided that the special event beer permit shall only be effective for 



the exact dates and times specified within the Festival License and the scope 
of the festival shall be clearly defined to prevent misuse of this provision. 

(iv) The applicant for a special event beer permit shall pay an application fee, 
imposed for the cost of investigating the location and the criminal history of 
the applicant, of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a one-day permit plus fifty 
dollars ($50.00) for each additional day of the special event permit, provided, 
however, that the maximum fee for a temporary thirty (30) day beer permit is 
two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). This fee is non-refundable and shall be in 
addition to any other fees or taxes specified herein. The application process 
shall include an assessment to ensure that applicants are not evading the 
four-event annual limit by using multiple related entities or organizations. 

(v) Special event permits shall be limited to four (4) times per twelve-month 
period, per applicant, unless the applicant is a recognized nonprofit, caterer, 
or festival organizer with multiple events that are genuinely separate and 
unrelated. Applications for permits under multiple entities tied to the same 
parent group must undergo thorough scrutiny to ensure no intentional 
circumvention of the limit. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2015-06, 
passed 3-9-15; Am. Ord. 2017-03, passed 2-13-17; Am. Ord. 2021-08, passed 6-14-21; Am. 
Ord. 2023-11, passed 11-27-23) 

§ 116.33 PRIVILEGE TAX. 

   (A)   There is hereby imposed on the business of selling, distributing, storing, or 
manufacturing beer a privilege tax, as authorized by, and in the amount set forth in, Tenn. 
Code Ann. § 57-5-104, as said statute may be amended from time to time. 

   (B)   Any person or business entity engaged in selling, distributing, storing or manufacturing 
beer shall remit the tax on January 1 to the Town of Collierville. The tax shall be remitted each 
successive January 1 to the Town of Collierville. 

   (C)   The Town of Collierville shall mail written notice to each permit holder of the payment 
date of the annual tax at least 30 days prior to January 1. Notice shall be mailed to the 
address specified by the permit holder on its permit application. If a permit holder does not 
pay the tax by January 31 or within 30 days after written notice of the tax was mailed, 
whichever is later, then the Town of Collierville shall notify the permit holder by certified mail 
that the tax payment is past due. If a permit holder does not pay the tax within ten days after 
receiving notice of its delinquency by certified mail, then the Town of Collierville may either 
suspend or revoke the permit or impose a civil penalty pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-



108.  Where a permit is revoked, no new permit shall be issued to permit the sale of beer on 
the same premises until after the expiration of one (1) year from the date the revocation 
becomes final and effective. The Town of Collierville, in its discretion, may determine that 
issuance of a license or permit before the expiration of one (1) year from the date of 
revocation becomes final is appropriate, if the individual applying for such issuance is not 
the original holder of the license or any family member who could inherit from such 
individual under the statute of intestate succession. 

   (D)   The Town of Collierville may utilize these tax funds for any public purpose. 

   (E)   At the time a new permit is issued to any business subject to this tax, the permit holder 
shall be required to pay the privilege tax on a prorated basis for each month or portion thereof 
remaining until the next tax payment date. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2017-03, 
passed 2-3-17) 

§ 116.34 BEER PERMITS SHALL BE RESTRICTIVE. 

   All beer permits shall be restrictive as to the type of beer establishment authorized under 
them. Separate permits shall be required for selling at retail, storing, distributing, and 
manufacturing. It shall be unlawful for any beer permit holder to engage in any type or phase 
of the beer business not expressly authorized by its permit. It shall likewise be unlawful for 
any beer permit holder not to comply with any and all express restrictions or conditions in its 
permit. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.35 PERMIT ISSUANCE; VALIDITY; SALES GENERALLY. 

   (A)   Permits shall be issued to the applicant, whether a person or business entity. Subject 
to the provisions of division (H) herein, permits shall be valid only for a business operating 
under the name identified in the permit application. 

   (B)   If the permit is issued in the name of a business entity that is a publicly traded company 
as defined by this subchapter, a responsible individual as defined by this subchapter who is 
currently employed by that entity must complete and sign the beer permit application. 

   (C)   A permit cannot be transferred to another person or business entity. The transfer of 
50% or more of the beneficial interests in any business entity which is the holder of the 
permit shall constitute a change of control and render the permit invalid. 

   (D)   A permit shall be valid only for a single location, except as provided in division (E) of 
this section, and cannot be transferred to another location. A permit shall be valid for all 
decks, patios, and other outdoor serving areas that are contiguous to the exterior of the 
building in which the business is located and that are operated by the business. 



   (E)   Every application for a beer permit shall state the class or classes of permits 
requested. The number of businesses for which permits may be issued is unlimited; 
provided, however, a permit holder who operates two or more restaurants or other 
businesses within the same building may, in the permit holder’s sole discretion, operate all 
or some of the businesses pursuant to the same permit. Such multiple use permits must be 
issued for the classes applicable to the conduct of the restaurants or businesses. 

   (F)   A permit shall become invalid upon cessation of operation of the business to which it 
was issued, or change of control, or relocation of the business, or change of the name of the 
business; provided, however, that if the holder of the permit advises the Town Clerk of the 
anticipated new name of the business before the name of the business is changed, the Town 
Clerk shall change the records to reflect that the subject beer permit is then issued in the 
name of the new business. This provision shall have no application to the temporary closing 
of a business for the purpose of constructing improvements, provided the business reopens 
under the same name and ownership. 

   (G)  All licensees maintain with the Town a current registration of an agent located in 
Tennessee who is authorized to receive notice and service of process from the Town.     

  (H)   Any person or business entity engaged in the sale, distribution, or manufacture for sale 
of beer without the permit required by this subchapter commits a misdemeanor, which shall 
be punishable under the general clause for this Code. 

    (I)  It is unlawful for any person to sell, distribute, or manufacture beer without having a 
valid certificate indicating that purchases of beer by that person are “for resale” as that term 
is used and defined in Tenn. Code Ann. § 67-6-102. 

    (J)  Within ten days after being issued a permit to sell, distribute, or manufacture beer, a 
person shall file with the Town of Collierville and with each person from whom the person 
buys beer a copy of a valid certificate indicating that the purchases of beer are “for resale” 
as that term is used and defined in Tenn. Code Ann. § 67-6-102, and shall subsequently 
maintain at all times a valid resale certificate on file with the Town of Collierville and with 
each person from whom the person buys beer. 

    (K)   The Town of Collierville is authorized to seek criminal history background or fingerprint 
checks on applicants. Criminal background checks may include fingerprint checks against 
state and federal criminal records maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation and 
the FBI. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2017-03, 
passed 2-13-17) 

§ 116.36 CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING PERMIT. 

   The following procedures must be followed by all applicants in seeking a hearing for a beer 
permit before the Beer Board: 



   (A)   The applicant must complete an official application form and return the form to the 
Town Clerk at least 15 days prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Beer Board. 

   (B)   In order to receive a permit, an applicant must establish with respect to its business 
that: 

      (1)   No sales shall be made to minors; 

      (2)   No person or business entity having at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, 
and if a business entity owns at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, no owner of 
at least a 5% ownership interest in such business entity, nor any person to be employed in 
the distribution, sale, or manufacture or sale of beer, shall have been convicted within the 
past ten years of any violation of the laws against possession, sale, manufacture, or 
transportation of beer or other alcoholic beverages, and/or any crime involving the 
manufacture, delivery, sale, or distribution of any controlled substance that is listed in Tenn. 
Code Ann. Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 2, Schedules I through V, and/or any crime involving 
moral turpitude; and 

      (3)   No sales shall be made for on-premises consumption unless the application so 
states. 

    (C)  An applicant shall disclose the following information in its application for a beer 
permit: 

      (1)   Name of the applicant; 

      (2)   Name of the applicant's business; 

      (3)   If applying as a business entity that is a publicly traded company, the name and 
signature of the responsible individual who is completing the beer permit application on the 
business entity's behalf; 

      (4)   Location of the business by street address or other geographical description 
sufficient to permit an accurate determination of conformity with the requirements of 
Tennessee law and this subchapter; 

      (5)   If beer will be sold at two or more restaurants or other businesses within the same 
building pursuant to the same permit as provided by Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-103(a)(4), a 
description of all such businesses or restaurants; 

      (6)   Persons or business entities having at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, 
and if a business entity owns at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, the owners of 
at least a 5% ownership interest in such business entity shall also be disclosed. This division 
shall not apply to publicly traded corporations as defined in this subchapter; such entities 



shall list the name and address of the corporation's headquarters, and the application shall 
be completed and signed by the responsible individual as defined in this subchapter; 

      (7)   Identity and address of a representative to receive annual tax notices and any other 
communication from the Town of Collierville; 

      (8)   That no person or business entity having at least a 5% ownership interest in the 
applicant, and if a business entity owns at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, no 
owner of at least a 5% ownership interest in such business entity, nor any person to be 
employed in the distribution, sale, or manufacture or sale of beer shall have been convicted 
within the past ten years of any violation of the laws against possession, sale, manufacture, 
or transportation of beer or other alcoholic beverages, and/or any crime involving the 
manufacture, delivery, sale, or distribution of any controlled substance that is listed in Tenn. 
Code Ann. Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 2, Schedules I through V, and/or any crime involving 
moral turpitude; 

      (9)   The class of permit being requested and an acknowledgment that if the applicant 
desires to change the method of sale or operation in the future that a new application shall 
be submitted to the Town of Collierville requesting a new permit; 

      (10)   Such other relevant information as may be required by the Town from time to time. 
An applicant or permit holder shall be required to amend or supplement its application 
promptly if a change in circumstances affects the responses provided in its application; and 

      (11)   The applicant's certification that it has read and is familiar with all provisions of this 
subchapter. 

   (D)  Any applicant making a false statement in the application shall forfeit such applicant's 
permit and shall not be eligible to receive any type beer permit for a period of ten years. 

   (E)   Each applicant shall be entitled to a hearing upon its application before the Beer 
Board.      

   (F)  Before the Town of Collierville shall issue a permit under this subchapter, it shall provide 
public notice in accordance with applicable provisions of the Tennessee Open Meetings Act 
and other relevant state public notice requirements, at the applicant’s expense, including a 
notice stating the name of the applicant and the address of the location for such permit, 
whether the application is for the sale of beer for on-premises consumption or off-premises 
consumption (or both of the foregoing), or for the sale, storage, distribution, or manufacture 
of beer, and the date and time of its meeting at which such application shall be considered.  

    (G)   Where a beer permit has been refused by the Town of Collierville, the applicant shall 
not be allowed to apply again for a permit on the same premises until after the expiration of 



one year from the date of the refusal. Nothing in this division shall be construed as 
prohibiting or in any manner limiting the right to request a rehearing before the Beer Board in 
the manner discussed in § 116.31(K) above, or of review by the circuit or chancery court in 
the manner authorized by law. 

   (H)   Following filing of an application, the Town of Collierville may direct such investigation 
of the contents of the application as it deems proper. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2017-03, 
passed 2-13-17) 

§ 116.37 GENERAL CONDITIONS. 

    (A)   Neither the permit holder nor any person employed by the permit holder shall drink 
beer or other alcoholic beverages or illegally use drugs while performing his or her 
employment duties. An owner is always assumed to be on duty while in his or her 
establishment and in the public part of the business. 

    (B)  No beer shall be sold to persons who are intoxicated as defined in Tenn. Code Ann. § 
39-17-310. 

    (C)  In all locations where beer is sold, there must be sufficient lighting for employees to 
properly inspect the age and identification cards of customers. 

   (D)   The permit holder shall maintain an orderly establishment and not be in violation of 
any health, building, or fire department regulations or ordinances of the Town, county, or 
state. Permit holders shall cooperate fully with the Police Department in any necessary and 
normal investigation. 

    (E)   No person or business entity having at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, 
and if a business entity owns at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, no owner of 
at least a 5% ownership interest in such business entity, nor any person to be employed in 
the distribution, sale, or manufacture or sale of beer shall have been convicted within the 
past ten years of any violation of the laws against possession, sale, manufacture, or 
transportation of beer or other alcoholic beverages, and/or any crime involving the 
manufacture, delivery, sale, or distribution of any controlled substance that is listed in Tenn. 
Code Ann. Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 2, Schedules I through V, and/or any crime involving 
moral turpitude. 

   (F)   The Town of Collierville has the full power and authority to enter, inspect, and 
investigate any business operated pursuant to any beer permits issued by it and has full 
authority to call upon any members of the police and health departments for assistance in 



the enforcement of the state laws, town ordinances, and the rules and regulations of the 
Beer Board pertaining to the sale of beer. 

   (G)   It shall be unlawful for any beer permit holder, employee, or person engaged in the sale 
of beer to employ any minor under 18 years of age in the sale, storage, distribution, or 
manufacture of beer. 

    (H)   It shall be unlawful for any beer permit holder, employee, or person engaged in the 
sale of beer to make or allow any sale of beer to any mentally incapacitated person. 

    (I)   It shall be unlawful for any beer permit holder, employee, or person engaged in the sale 
of beer to allow intoxicated persons to loiter on the premises for which a permit has been 
issued. 

    (J)   It shall be unlawful to fail to prominently display a current beer permit. 

    (K)   It shall be unlawful for a permit holder to have a manager and/or employee fail to call 
the police promptly to report any fight or disturbance. 

    (L)   It shall be unlawful to sell or allow the sale to or consumption of beer by any person 
under 21 years of age. 

    (M)  It shall be unlawful to sell, serve, or allow to be sold on its premises any alcoholic 
beverage, as defined in § 116.01 of this chapter, unless such location holds a valid, current 
mixed drink (liquor by the drink) license issued by the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission. 

    (N)  It shall be unlawful to permit customers or employees to be nude, topless, or 
bottomless at any time. 

    (O)  It shall be unlawful to allow the sale or consumption of beer from any location under 
suspension by the Town of Collierville. 

   (P)  It shall be unlawful to fail to comply with the laws regarding hours of operation as 
outlined in this subchapter. 

   (Q)  It shall be unlawful to allow any loud, unusual, or obnoxious noises to emanate from 
the premises. 

   (R)  It shall be unlawful to allow consumption of beer in an establishment restricted to off-
premises consumption. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2017-03, 
passed 2-13-17) 

§ 116.38 RESTRICTIONS ON THE ISSUANCE OF BEER PERMITS. 
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   (A)   Applicants must be citizens or resident aliens lawfully admitted into the United States, 
or, if a business entity, all owners thereof possessing at least a 5% ownership interest in such 
business entity must be citizens or resident aliens lawfully admitted into the United States. 
If a business entity owns at least a 5% ownership interest in the applicant, each owner of at 
least a 5% ownership interest in such business entity must be a citizen or resident alien 
lawfully admitted into the United States. 

   (B)   No permit to engage in the beer business shall be granted to an individual applicant 
who is under 21 years of age. 

   (C)   Any individual may be employed where beer is sold, whether such individual is a citizen 
or alien resident of the United States, provided other requirements regulating the sale of beer 
are met. 

    (D)   Class II permit holders shall not allow consumption of beer on the premises, adjoining 
sidewalks or streets or within 200 feet of the immediate premises, including the building and 
parking lot. No alcoholic beverages shall be kept for sale on the premises of a Class II permit 
holder except in the original containers or packages. 

   (E)   No permit shall be issued in violation of any Tennessee law or the Zoning Code of the 
Town of Collierville. 

   (F)   The Town of Collierville, in its discretion, may refuse to issue a permit for any place of 
business where, in the period immediately preceding the application for a permit, a business 
was operated in such a manner as to create a public nuisance or was operated in such a 
manner as to materially contribute, with places of like character in its vicinity, to the creation 
or maintaining of a public nuisance.    

   (G)  Each applicant for a beer permit shall pay to the Town of Collierville a minimum 
business license fee and gross receipts tax annually. The Town of Collierville shall notify 
businesses which fail to pay the minimum business license fee and gross receipts tax by 
certified mail not later than February 28 and such failure to file and pay the tax shall result in 
presentation to the Beer Board for possible revocation. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2015-06, 
passed 3-9-15; Am. Ord. 2017-03, passed 2-13-17; Am. Ord. 2019-18, passed 1-13-20; Am. 
Ord. 2023-11, passed 11-27-23) 

§ 116.39 SANITATION FOR THE PREMISES. 

  The premises of the permit holder shall be defined as the lot or property under control of 
the permit holder, both inside the building and outside the building. The permit holder shall 



be responsible for the sanitation of the premises, including refuse storage, both inside and 
outside the building, lavatory facilities, and general cleanliness of the grounds and structure. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.40 HOURS OF OPERATION. 

   (A)   For Class I, II, and III permits, the hours within which the sale of beer shall be permitted 
shall be from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday, and from 10:00 a.m. Sunday 
to 3:00 a.m. Monday. No beer or other alcoholic beverage shall be consumed or open for 
consumption on or about any premises licensed by this subchapter in any glass, bottle, can, 
or other container after 3:15 a.m. 

   (B)   For Class IV permits, beer may be served or sold only during scheduled performances, 
events, or benefit programs and only one hour before, during and one hour after the 
performance, event, or benefit program. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2015-06, 
passed 3-9-15; Am. Ord. 2017-03, passed 2-13-17; Am. Ord. 2019-04, passed 1-28-19; Am. 
Ord. 2023-11, passed 11-27-23) 

§ 116.41 REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF BEER PERMITS. 

   (A)   The Beer Board shall have the power to revoke or suspend any beer permit issued under 
the provisions of this subchapter when the holder thereof is guilty of making a false 
statement or misrepresentation in the application or of violating any of the provisions of this 
subchapter. However, no beer permit shall be revoked or suspended until a public hearing is 
held by the Beer Board after reasonable notice. 

   (B)   Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-608, the Beer Board shall not revoke or suspend 
the permit of a “responsible vendor” qualified under the requirements of Tenn. Code Ann. § 
57-5-606 for a clerk’s illegal sale of beer to a minor if the clerk is properly certified and has 
attended annual meetings since the clerk’s original certification, or is within sixty-one (61) 
days of the date of hire at the time of the violation, unless the vendor’s status as a certified 
responsible vendor has been revoked by the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission. If 
the responsible vendor’s certification has been revoked, the vendor shall be punished by the 
Beer Board as if the vendor were not certified as a responsible vendor. "Clerk" means any 
person working in a capacity to sell beer directly to consumers for off-premises 
consumption. Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-608, the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission shall revoke a vendor’s status as a responsible vendor upon notification by the 
Beer Board that it has made a final determination that the vendor has sold beer to a minor 



for the second time in a consecutive 12-month period. The revocation shall be for three 
years. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.42 CIVIL PENALTY IN LIEU OF REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION. 

   (A)   Definition. “Responsible vendor” means a person or business entity that has been 
issued a permit to sell beer for off-premises consumption and has received certification by 
the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission under the “Tennessee Responsible Vendor 
Act of 2006", Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-601, et seq. 

   (B)   Penalty, revocation, or suspension. The Beer Board may, at the time it imposes a 
revocation or suspension, offer a permit holder that is not a responsible vendor the 
alternative of paying a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 for each offense of making or 
permitting to be made any sales to minors, or a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 for any 
other offense. 

   (C)   The Beer Board may impose on a responsible vendor a civil penalty not to exceed 
$1,000 for each offense of making or permitting to be made any sales to minors or for any 
other offense. 

   (D)   If a civil penalty is offered as an alternative to revocation or suspension, the permit 
holder shall have seven days within which to pay the civil penalty before the revocation or 
suspension shall be imposed. If the civil penalty is paid within that time, the revocation or 
suspension shall be deemed withdrawn. Payment of the civil penalty in lieu of revocation or 
suspension by a permit holder shall be an admission by the holder of the violation so charged 
and shall be paid to the exclusion of any other penalty that the Town of Collierville may 
impose. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.43 LOSS OF CERTIFICATION FOR SALE TO MINOR. 

   If the Beer Board determines that a clerk of an off-premises beer permit holder certified 
under Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-606 sold beer to a minor, the Beer Board shall report the name 
of the clerk to the Alcoholic Beverage Commission within 15 days of finding that a sale to a 
minor occurred. The certification of the clerk shall be invalid and the clerk may not reapply 
for a new certificate for a period of one year from the date of the Beer Board’s determination. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.44 ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS. 



   (A)   Locations with Class III beer permits for both on-premises and off-premises 
consumption shall be allowed to sell beer to go, provided that it is unopened and is in its 
original container, or that it is in a securely sealed Growler. 

   (B)   Each permit holder shall be required to complete and sign an affidavit certifying that it 
has read this ordinance governing the sale and consumption of beer and acknowledges 
responsibility to strictly enforce the beer ordinance in its establishment. Such affidavits shall 
be signed annually and kept on file in the Town Clerk’s office with the beer permit. Failure to 
complete the required affidavit shall be considered grounds for permit revocation. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10; Am. Ord. 2017-03, 
passed 2-13-17) 

§ 116.45 DISPLAY OF PERMIT. 

   The permit required by this subchapter shall be posted in a conspicuous space on the 
premises of the permit holder, together with all other permits, licenses, and stamps as 
required by law. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.46 PROVISIONAL PERMIT. 

   Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Town of Collierville, in its discretion, may 
administratively issue a provisional permit to an applicant prior to the hearing before the 
Beer Board.  The permit shall be provisional in nature, and shall not ultimately allow the 
lawful sale of beer until and unless said final inspection has occurred, any needed approvals 
have been obtained, and the conditions set forth in § 116.36(B) & (C) have been met. The 
Town of Collierville shall consider the type of permit requested and the nature of the 
business in determining whether a provisional permit shall be issued. Any provisional permit 
granted under this section shall expire within six months of its issuance, unless the Town of 
Collierville, in its discretion, grants an extension. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.47 RESERVED. 

§ 116.48 VIOLATIONS. 

   Except as provided in §§ 116.42 and/or 116.43, any violation of this subchapter or any 
provision of Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-5-101, et seq. shall constitute a civil offense and shall, 
upon conviction, be punishable by a penalty under the general penalty provisions of this 
Code. Each day a violation shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. 
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(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.49 GENDER. 

   Words importing the neuter in this subchapter shall include the feminine and the 
masculine unless the gender is clearly indicated or unless the context in which it is used 
would not otherwise permit such meaning. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.98 SEVERABILITY. 

   If any provision of this subchapter or the application therefor to any circumstance or person 
or any other entity subject to the provisions hereof is held invalid, such invalidity shall not 
affect other provisions or applications of this subchapter which can be given effect without 
the invalid provision or application, and to that end the Town of Collierville declares the 
provisions of this subchapter to be so severable. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

§ 116.99 PENALTY. 

   Any person or business entity violating any of the ordinances of the Town of Collierville shall 
be fined not more than $50 or the maximum amount permitted by Tennessee law, whichever 
is greater, for each offense, and a separate offense shall be deemed committed for each day 
of violation. 

(Ord. 2007-14, passed 11-26-07; Am. Ord. 2010-13, passed 12-13-10) 

 


